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Indiaflexes to
top of APAC’s
tlex office league

Mid-tier global firms setting up GCCs for first time
power the surge in flexible workspace demand
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India’s flex office market

shows new muscle

Mew entrants Mid-tier global firms

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA

Mews Dalhi, 3 Movember

Driven by rising demand from global capa-
bility centres (GCCs)— especially mid-tier
global firms entering India for the first time
— the country has become the largest
market in the Asla-Pacific region for flexible
(flex) workispaces,

According to a global study by Cush-
man & Wakefield, Indla now has aver 85
million square feet (msi) of flex office
space, Dithis, 353 msfhasbeen leased Inthe
past three vears— equivalent to more than
500,000 5eats,

Amit Bamani, managing director of
Awfis Space Solutions, one of the leading
players In the segment, says: “Today, mid-
tierglobal companiesarecoming tolndiato
serup GCCs for the first time — and they
already account for 30 per cent of our flex
office GCC business, These companies
usually start with 100-200 seats to test the
waters, and once comfortable, they scale up
sharply. For us, &0-65 per cent of our
information technology {IT-T-enabled
servicesbusiness, and around 30 per cent of
our overall business, comes from such
global firms with revenues below &5 billion.
Of the 50 new GCCs that entered India In
the past vear, 11 are owur clients.”

Ramanl adds that long-established
global plavers in India are also expanding.
“For Instance, eBay is now doubling its
capacity with Awfis,” he says.

with revenues under 55 billion
setting up GCCs in India for first ime

Test and scale: After 6-3 months
of small pilots, many expand rapid|y
once confident

\oterans grow: Established GCCs
adding capacdity across major cities

Demand surge: GOCs now drive
30-40% of new fiex office demand

sarda, founderof Smartworks —among the
top players — says:

“Wearly 40 per cent of the demand is
coming from GECs, They're driving most of
the growth in flex offices. Even many
Indian companies caterlng to GOCE
requirements are expanding. Flex office
space arrived in India later than inthe US,
Europe, China, of Japan — but it has
boomed here”™

The surge in demand is directly linked
to the rapid expansion of GCCs in India —
the fastest anywhere in the world,

According to UnearthInsight, which
tracks GCCs globally, India hosts over
1,780 GCCs, far ahead of China (g60+],
Malavsia (650+), Indonesla (380+), and
Vietnam {500+ ).

Icra estimates that GECs will lease an
additional 5055 msf of workspace by 2026-
27, with their total number projected torise
to 2,500 by 2030. Ramani observes that US
restrictions on H-1B visas have helped, as
many Amerlcan firms are now hiring more
staff In India to work around the tougher
immigration rules.

Sarda adds that global companies are
finding it difficult to get emplovees back to
offices abroad, so they're turning to India’s
large, office-ready talent pool. He also
points out that the flex office model has
succeeded in India because the real estate
market here is highly fragmented — unlike
in the US, where large instinntional players
such as Brookfield or Blackstone own, fit

Others in the industry agree, Neetesh A

out, and manage most properties.

When faith turned to power

Once a quiet riverside ritual, Dev Deepawali has evolved into UP’s
largest soft-power spectacle — merging faith, art, and enterprise into a
global cultural brand that reflects the state’s growing confidence

BYUSHI SINGH
Mewr Delhl 3 Movember

Onthe night of Kartik Purnima, Kashi
becomes anocean of light. From Assito
Rajghat. the ghats shimmer with mil-
lions of divas, their flames mirrored on
the show, dark waters of the Ganges.

Classical rgas echo off temple walls,
drones trace divine patterns in the sky,
and the seent of ghee and marigoid
thickens the air,

It's said the sacred full moon on the
night of Dev Deepawali marks the end of
the Hindu month of Kartik, when the
gods are believed to descend to bathe In
the Ganges, and now the world comes to
watch them do it

Each year, thespectacle grows larger.
What began as a small ritual, held 15
days after Diwali, has now become Uttar
Pradesh's grandest soft-power showcase
— acomvergence of faith, art, and entet-
prise intoa global cultural brand that
refiects the state's growing confidence.

The modern chapterof Dev Deep-
awali began in 1984, when five teen-
agers, led by Vagish Dutt Mishra,
revived the festival at Panchganga Ghat
with two cans of donated oil.

Oweer the years, their effortspread
from one ghat to another until the entire
crescent of Kashi's riverfront glowed
with lamps. By the late 1000, ithad
turmed into a cinvwide moverment. The
scale changed when the government
stepped in. In 2024, the Yogi Aditvanath
administration declared it a Praniive
Meia (a provineial fair) formally recogni-
sing it as a stare-backed cultural event.

Mishra, now head of the Dev Deep-

According toofficial estimates, Dev Deepawali generates nearly €2,000 crore in
local economic activity each year. Hotels, boats, puest houses, and vendors

operate at full capacity

awall organising committee, continues
to gulde the festival he helped revive
fourdecades ago.

That brought structure and spec-
tacle. On November 5 this vear, over 1
million divas will light up 108 ghats,
Including 100,000 made from cow dung
by women's self-helpgroups (SHGs) in
Chiraigaon and Rameshwar,

From Odissi and Kathak perform-
ances o drone and laser shows, the tour-
ism department now cirates the
programuming, while the district devel-
opment office manages the logistics.

Faor the state, it's more than a celebra-
tion. According to the distyict adminis-
tration, the festival shows how tradition
can be institutionalised to create liveli-
hoods and project the state’s cultural
strength. Each diya, they sav, represents
alink in the chain of potters, boatnyen,
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florists, and voluntesrs.

According to official estimates, Dev
Deepawali generates nearly 2,000
crove in local economic activity each
vear, Hotels, boats, glsest houses, and
vendors operate at full capacity, while
artisans and micro-industries plan their
vear aroured it

In the pottery clusters of Chunar,
Bhadohi and Ramnagar, families begin
work weeks in advance, Each divasells
fior T2-3, and the festival plone brings
them T5-7 crore indirect sales. Under
the Khadi and Village Industries Com-
mission’s Kumhar Sashakeikaran Yoja-
na, 4,753 potters in the region have
received electric pottery wheels,
ralsing ootput slx-seven times and
income fourfold.

The cow-dang divas, made by SHGs,
haveturned waste Into work, Brass lamp

Windows PCs to get
Bluetooth audio share

Microsoft is testing a new shared
audio feature for Windows 11. Based
on Bluetooth LE Andio broadeast,
the feature enables a PC to stream
sound to two Bluetooth devices sim-
ultaneously—such as supported
headphones, earbuds, speakers, or
hearing aids. The feature s cur-
rently being tested with select Copi-
lot+ PC users.

TECHDIGEST @ myos

inftech

WhatsApp to roll
out chat theme
update on Mac
WhatsApp is reportedly prapar-

ing to rodl out chat themes for
its Mad app. According to

WaABetalnfo, the feature s In bete and will let users set
unique chat themes for individual conversations, and
these themes will not sync with WhatsApp on iFhone.
The feature offers 22 preset themes, each combining
coordinated wallpaper and chat bubble colours,

makers from Moradabad, fiower
growers from Azamparh and cotton-
wick producers from Mirzapuralso
depend on the season.

“Every diva on the ghats represents
someones earnings in Purvanchal,” says
adistrict official.

The four-day Kashi Ganga Mahotsav,
held ahead of Dev Deepawali, has
become its cuftural prelude, This year’s
lineupincludes Padma Shri Malind
Awasthi, Padma Shri Geeta Chandran
and Hansra| Raghuvanshi, alongside
dozens of reglonal troupes performing
follk anvd classical arts. For the state, it's
both a festival and a finely staged per-
formance of heritage,

The mumbers refiect that expansion.
Uttar Pradesh handled 14.2 million air
passengers in FY 235, more than double
the fgure In 2016-17. Varanasi airport
alone saw over 4 million fivers, up 34 per
cent year-on-year {¥-o-Y). With Ayod-
hya, Prayagraj, and Kushinagar linked
by new alrports and expressways, offi-
cials describe a growing "spiritual corri-
dor’ across eastern UF.

Global recognition has followed. In
2023, over 1.2 million visitors attended
Drew Deepawali week, including delega-
tions fromt Japan, France, and the UAE.
Dirone footage of the glowing ghats,
viewed over 50 million times online, was
shared by the Ministry of Tourism and
international influencers. The visuals of
synchronised lamps and green fire-
works have become Uttar Pradesh's
posteard tothe world —a place once
seen aschaotic now choreographing
harmony through devotion.

Behind the spectacle lies careful
management. More than 10,000 volun-
teers, mostly college students and wom-
er, handle dipa placement and crowd
control. The Varanasi Municipal Cor-
potation clears 25 tonnes of floral and
wax waste with nearly 400 sanitation
workers and about 33 boats. Biodegrad-
able lamps and green fireworks are now
partofasustainability push to keep the
Ganga clean long after the lights fade.
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ROTICE INVITING TENDER {(RFP)

Bank of Maharashtra mwites. sealed tender offers (Technical bid
antl Commarcial bid) from aligible and  mpoted  bidders/sandce
providers for *RFP-43/2025-26 for Supply, Installation, Maintenance
& Commissioning of windows sarvers,”

The detalied tender document & avaikable an Bndsr saction of Bank's
wabsile: hitps:i'www.bankafmaharashira.in and Auction Tiger Porlal
htpaiiesuvction suctlontigernet! we 03,11, 2025

Due date for Bid submission:17.11.2025, 17:00 hrs.

Al lurther Updates related to tenders will also be availabie on Bank’s
wehsiie Bank reserves the nght fo cencel or reschedule the RFP
processs withoul assaghing any reason

Head Office, Lokmangal, 1501,
Shivajinagar, Pune-411005

Sdi-
Goneral Manager, IT & CDO
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EXPRESSION OF INTERST (ECH) FOR ONLINE SUBMISSION

EOI No.; SCC/AKD/61P/ MARINE DECK/07/EQI-045

Sub: Establishing an Alfiance with Suitable Technology
Partner{s) For Dosign/Development/Manufacturing of
Marine DeckiSpecialised Equipment in Partnership with
GRSE for Indian Defence Industry & Commercial Projects
Due Date: 21 days from date of publication
1 Det=els will be evellable m e-procarement portel hitpsleprocuregrse,co, in; Ceniral
Pubic Procuremen] Porinl hitps:feprocuregovinicpppl ond GRIE wobsile

Fiitpsifigrae. n'tender-published!,

L Any adcenduenfoanigendum i this sander enquiry including change in cetes, Tany,
will be publishnd inabove wabsiles only

“in Pursuit of Excellence and Chueality in Shipbullding”

' NPR FINANCE LIMITED

fith Flaos, Unif Mo 611, Adventz Infinity@s, Street No, 18,
EN-Block, Sector-V, Bldhannagar, Kollats-T00 091
CIN-LASSZ TWEISEIPLCOETORT,
E-MAIL- npri @nprinonce cem Walslbe: wavw.nprlinance. som
PHONE NO. — 023 4848 G480
HOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS
SPECIAL WINDOW FOR RELODGEMENT OF TRANSFER
REQUESTE OF PHYSICAL SHARES,
Shiarmhoklers nin leenby infotmed that, SEB| vide Ceodar No. SEBIHDMIRSOMIRSD-
POF/CIRSZEST caled D2A72025, hog nodled ragind ing e opening of o specal wircsy
tor a penod of sl months froem OTMTE025 11 0012025 - ony Tor re-odgemsnt of transfer
deads; which wore lodged pror b the desdline of 014018 and: miectedimetumading
nttended dui o deficiency infndacumonisproceasorafhemwise.
Eigiile shaehnlders mvy sl their ranaler requast song will hi reguisle tocument o Fe
Company's HTA - M Niche Teshrobages Privae Limiled gt 34, Auckland Placa
Room Moo TA & 7B, Kolksia 700 017 |Contast We, (033 22800 EE1&1748, E-mait
nighutghgl@Enicheechpl com, Wehsiin: ilipsiinic

Imnskramarinagcee oos orluither

, T Fioo

I, or ¥ the Company. Sl
o wethin the above menboned patiod

[t ngrfinarcn comd)
Place | Keliata
Date: 031173025

Delnfs on e shove mamicned SEB| Crodar ore avalbfe on e Company's websie

For NPR Fingnce Lid
Ritfie Varma

Company Socretary
[Esmbarship Mo, F10281
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